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Droplet and Wagtail’s

lailings lale



On the bank of a river a drop of wa-
ter is resting on a rock.

A wagtail lands by the drop of wa-
ter and lowersits beak to drink from
the river.

“Nol Don’t drink from this riverl!” the

drop of water screams.

The wagtail, frightened, jumps bac-
kwards and stares with surprise at
the drop of water.

“But I don’t understand” murmured

the worried wagtail. “What's the

matter?”

“If you drink this water you will
get sick.”

“And this? What's this orange colour
on your body?”

“The orange colour is iron oxide and
other chemicals that will end up fa-
lling to the bottom of the river. Look
down!l Can you see the bed of the ri-
ver? Everything is orange. But the
real problem cannot be seen. On my
transparent part I carry a load of
heavy metals that are a poison to
life. All the water of this river is just
like me because of the pollution that
the mine throws out.”







“The mine? The mine is all these
things that I can see from the sky?
These mountains of sand and rocks?
These ponds of turquoise-blue wa-
ter? Those strange buildings?

“It is, but it’s much more
than that. Look there. Do
you see that high wall in
theriver? It's a dam that
they constructed many
years ago so that the
sand and mud from the

This dam is o serious
problem. At any moment

it might burst and, when

mine stfop there and don’t & = o, -. | this happens, it will be a
go downstream. Do you see - """'"‘: -._‘H_!f"" real disaster. Please, help
what is seeping through the — N me to go up fo the summit of
gaps and the sluice-gates? the dam.”

The wagtail bends down so that the

drop of water can climb on its back
and flies up fo a tree on the highest

part of the dam.






“Thank you, my friend. We can see better
from here. Look: upstream there is ano-
ther smaller dam that has already burst.

But the cause of all this pollution can’t be
seen with the naked eye. It’s underneath
the earth. Under these forests, the hills
are full of holes with kilometres of ga-
lleries. The galleries are tunnels, which
humans have drilled with explosives and
machines fo remove some minerals that
are underground.

Do you see that there? That mouth of a

tunnel from which orange-coloured wa-
ter is coming out? It’s the mouth of one
of those tunnels. And there above, that
thing that looks like a fower? It’s a shaft.
That shaft is two hundred metfres deep.
A lift goes up and down it fo different le-
vels and, at these different levels, there
are galleries in all directions.
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The white mountain of sand and rocks is
the dump where they put everything that
they exfract from inside, fo exftract the
ore that they want. The rain that falls on
this dump is also contaminated and ends
up in the river and then the estuary. The
big building to the left, above the dump,
is the place where they separate the ore
they want from the other materials that

are of no interest to them.

The two ponds of turquoise-blue water
are pools of contaminated water. The
owners of the mine say that they’re to
prevent pollution and that the heaviest
material falls fo the bottom of them. But,
as you can see, this isjust alie. The dump
is beside the river and from all round it
contaminated water comes out and ends
up in the river. The water that comes out
of these ponds carry heavy metals like

the others.”






“‘I'm at a loss for words,” said the
wagtail sadly. “And what do they want
these ores for? It must be something
very important to be worth doing so
much damage.”

“Important? It’s incredible!l The ore
that they extract from these hills is
mainly fungsten. Much of it has been
and continues to be used to make we-
apons. Weapons for humans fo kill

each other. What madness!”

“It isn’t just madness. It’s savagery.’

“And even if other uses could justify
extracting the ore, what’s not justi-
fied is the way they behave: spoiling
and contaminating the future of life
in these places without a thought.
They don’t even fry to avoid pollu-
tion, as it costs them money and of
course they just want to have the
benefits without worrying about the
rivers that they leave dead, the land
that they leave poisoned and barren.
By polluting nature, they affect the
future of the people who live in the
estuary where the poisoned river
flows out.”






“But how does the mine cause this
pollution?” continued the wagtail.
“How did you pick up all those heavy
metals?

“Well, wait a minute. I've tra- _
velled a lot all over the /,;
world, but I've never ) A Bl 2

been tfo a mine. A few
days ago, I flew over

the sea in a huge cloud.

From up there I saw

that we were coming

to the coast. I've been

to these wonderful lands
many fimes and I feel more
and more pain when I see how
badly humans treat it. You had tfo
see what this land was like a few
centuries agol

When we were passing
over this hill the cloud
let us go and so we ra-
ined on this land. T fell
on the leaf of an oak
tree. It's always fun
to land on the leaves of

trees and go sliding from

one leaf to another befo-

re reaching the ground. There

the soil on fop of the hill absorbed

me and, after a long journey perco-

loting between the mud, earth and

rocks, I came info a gallery: it was
here that all the problems began.”






“How can that be?” the wagtail inferrupted
impatiently.

“It’s complicated to explain.

When humans make holes in their mountain with
their mine, the air that enters the galleries
causes a chemical reaction with the ores and
with other drops of water like me; we become
acid and contaminated with heavy metals.

As humans needed to drain the water out of
the holes that they opened so that they
can go underground, they made galleries
that lead to the centre of the mountain

and through which the water flows.

This water ends up pouring into the ri-

ver and then info the sea.

The same happens to all the water that
passes through that pit-heap and is pollu-
ted as it drains to the river.”







-“So, if all the river below the mine
is polluted, will all the animals that

drink that water get sick?”

“It’s even worse than that. Heavy me-
tals are bio-accumulative. This means
that any living thing that drinks or
absorbs this water will go on accu-
mulating this pollution in their body.
The pollution stays in their bodies and
there is no way to get rid of it.

So that you understand it better: the
plants that germinate on the banks
of the river or in the fields irrigated
with its water accumulate this pollu-
tion in their bodies. Now imagine that
a worm eats the leaves of a birch
tree like this one. Even if you don’t
drink the water from this river, you
are polluting your body if you eat the
worm. And if an eagle catches and
eats you, you would be polluting the
eagle as well.

Because of bio-accumulation and
with all the water that the birch
trees accumulate from the river ..
Imagine all the pollution that they
must have accumulated! It makes you

scared just to think about itl”



pollutionin the




“I am very frightened! And what is

happening with all the little animals
that live in the river?”

“In the upper part of theriver, whe-
re the water is not polluted, many,
many families live happily. Another
droplet who passed that way told
me this. Downstream from the mine
... The river is dead.”

“Open your eyes and you will see.
Even the trout have gone away fo-
rever. Only a tiny number of animals
that are very resistant to pollution
manage to live in this water. If you
want to eat insects, don’'t even think

about catching one of the few that

are here.”

“No, no. I have been warned!”






“Look” continued the wagtail. “How do you
know so much about this problem?”

“You will see. When I entered that mine
and got so polluted, I decided to put off
my journey and stay here as long as pos-
sible to educate myself and see what I
could do.

“The trees know a lot. Some, like the old
cork-oak that lives up there, have been
here for centuries and watched history
passing. They observed how the humans
o, have been making this mess. They tell
that where that pit-heap is there was
a spring, which the humans thought
was magic and could cure people who
washed in it. There was also a very
old chapel and a big wood with oaks
and cork-oaks. All this changed when

the mine began. The mine polluted the
land, the water and all the life in them.”
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“And there is nothing that can be
done to put an end to this pollution?”

“There certainly is. The companies
that pillaged the ores from the dep-
ths of the earth should have re-
paired the damage that they
caused, and put in place a
system fo decontfaminate i
the water before dum- s 3
ping it in the river. But ﬁ
they never did it and ca- / o
rry on not doing it. A &

What's worse is that no-
body forced them to carry
out what they were obliged to

do, so the mine carries on polluting
the whole time poisoning the rivers,
the sea and everything that comes
info contact with this water.”

24

“T don’t see how there can be a solu-

tion if the humans do nothing.”

“The people who take the ores have no
scruples. Wherever they go, be it Afri-
ca or America or in this country,

e, Tthe only thing they want is to
N ﬂ A take everything without wo-

rrying about the environ-
oy — mental or social disasters
* that they cause and leave

behind them.

Avoiding or repairing
these disasters would im-
ply that these companies
spend a lot of money. By whate-
ver means they manage it so that the
authorities who decide these things
don’t oblige them to respect nature
and follow the law.”






“Authorities? Who are these authori-
ties?”

“Well, in this case they're the people
who work in the government and who
ought to be concerned that the laws
to protect nature and human life it-
self are obeyed. Even though, as you
can see, they do nothing. It is as if
they owe favours to the plunderers,
do you understand?”

“What a scenariol And can I ask? The
people who live here aren’t worried
about this problem?”

“‘By chance, it would seem that more
and more people are becoming aware
of the problem. And, because of this,
they are demanding that the authori-
ties do their work, and oblige the peo-
ple who are responsible to stop pollu-
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ting and clean up the mess they have
caused.

Groups of ecologists who are concerned
about us and the earth, shell-fishers
who see how the mine affects the es-
tuary and the molluscs that they catch
for their livelihood, families and volun-
teers who plant native trees on the hills

that the mines have left full of holes ...

But it isn't easy because they are
working against companies with a lot
of power. The authorities alongside
these companies have even created a
mining museum to misinform the peo-
ple, presenting only the good face of
mining and hiding the very grave en-
vironmental problems that it causes.
This happens here and in many other
places where mining companies des-
poil the earth.”






“And us? Can we do anything o help?”

“I’ve decided to stay in these parts to
investigate what I can do. And now, af -
ter talking to you, I know at last what
we can do.”

“What is it?”

“We have fo tell everything that we have
been talking about to people, so that they
don’t sit paralysed in the face of this
mess. We have fo inform as many people
as possible so that they open their eyes
and refuse to believe the nonsense that
the mining companies fell fo hide the pro-
blem. The people cannot go on without
knowing the truth. Saying that the mine
pollutes: that is what we can do.”

And so it was that the Drop of Water
and the Wagtail came to write this book.

28

You
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ACTIVITY |

Look at this picture and the sma-
Il circles with numbers. Write in the
circles on the images [on the right]
the number that corresponds with
each image.

Tl E

Settling ponds | :-.:.’

=0

9
.-5 - . _-:__. ‘?';3“__‘ r

. .___._.:' b :l' fl‘r‘_.:l . '-‘-".-.'
i L % g
I'é Mouth of the mine |&=

=%

=



ACTIVITY 2

Look at the diagram about the water
cycle and mining

Transport
S CTe
g Evaporation : ’

7 | Infiltratign =

Estuary 4 ;
= ——~Return_ =

Waste heap Gallery where
waste water

comes out

— = Dam

At what point does the drop of water
become polluted?

The following images illustrate the jour-
ney that was described by the drop of
water. Put them in chronological order
and write in the boxes the part of the
water cycle that they correspond to:
Transport, Rainfall, Infiltration and Re-
turn. Afterwards, draw on the diagram
the journey that has been described.
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[ ] '

e 2

QA' —

M-\_F\-u._,-»-f

OL __
.._\. _\ )'Ij.
O I




ACTIVITY 3

When the orange-coloured
substances, mainly oxides and
sulphides, drop onto the bed of
the river, I can appear to be clean
but I will be carrying the foxic
substances that I picked up before
while going through the mine.

Observe these drops of water.
Put a circle around those that,

at first sight, you think might be

contaminated.

To conclude with
certainty whether
the water is
contaminated, it is
necessary to carry
out water testing
and other scientific
analyses.
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ACTIVITYH

To study the pollution that the mine
creates, various water analyses
were carried out fo check the pre-
sence of dangerous, foxic substances

such as Cadmium (Cd), Copper (Cu),
and Zinc (Zn).

In addition, a STUDY OF MACROINVER-
TEBRATES was carried out, that is an
analysis of the presence in the river of
small animals such as larvae of insects
and worms that live under the rocks.
The larger the number and variety of
macroinvertebrates that live in a river,

the better the quality of water will be.

Some of these macroinvertebrates only
live in water that is very clean, while
other species are capable of folerating
contaminated water. In these magni=
led images, you can see some of the
macroinvertebrates found upstream:

. \/\/hoJr do you

think these two _
people are doing /gl
in the river? '



ACTIVITY 5

Look at the following images. Where
will we find the greater number and
variety of macroinvertebrates?

2 Stretch
i\ g of the

B river that

. the mine

.| does not

= ogffect

Stretch
of the
river that
the mine

= affects
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This space is for
you to draw any
other example of a
macroinvertebrate
that you want.

On the diagram of Activity 2:
@out o blue circle the place whe-
re you think that the photograph of
the non-polluted river was taken

@ out o red circle the place whe-
re you think that the photograph of

the polluted river was taken



ACTIVITY 6

Look at the following diagram.

On the leftis ariver polluted with hea-
vy metals coming from a mine. Can you
explain what happens when someo-
ne uses The river water for irrigation
of the maize, what happens when the
chicken eats the maize and what ha-
ppens when the child eats the chicken?
Paint with an orange colour on the
images representing the pollution that
are accumulated in the organisms.
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ACTIVITY 7/

Below you can see two images. One
of them is a real photograph of the
tailings dam of the San Finx Mine
(Lousame, Galicia) and the other is
an illustration from the book “The
Mine Pollutes” based on the same
tailings dam.

How would you describe the state of
this tailings dam?

Do you think that any attempt is
being made to avoid its collapse?

In the following imrch.re you cansee the

tailings dam from the other side.
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ACTIVITY 8

Below you can see a drawing of the
course of ariver to an estuary. Think
about what would happen if the
tailings dam collapsed.

Paint with an orange colour on the
black and white drawing all the areas
that you think would be affected by a
catastrophe due to the collapse of a
tailings dam.
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ACTIVITY 9

Look at the following images. Discuss as a group what its possible
meaning is.

Do you want a hint? What is the droplet
telling the wagtail in the part of the
story where this image oppears?

This image from the
book is inspired by one
on a poster from the

“Third Meeting about
Impacts of Mining” that
the network of social and
environmental associations

“ContraMINAccion”

organised.
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ACTIVITY 10

What idea does the Droplet have at
the end of the story that might help

to resolve the problem?

Do you think that it is a good idea?

And now it is your turn?

What could you do to help?

For ideas and
activities, look at
the teaching unit
“Mining Mess” at
www.saberes.eu







A TAILINGS TALE

WHAT THEY DON'T WANT TO TELL YOU

A Play Adapted from
the storybook “A tailings tale’






INTRODUCTION

This play is adapted from the storybook
“Droplet and Wagtail’s Tailings Tale,”
which can be found at the beginning of
this booklet. It is intended for presen-
tation by children participating in the
teaching programme that includes rea-
ding the book and doing the associated
teaching units. The main objectives are
to deepen reflection on the causes
and consequences of destructive mi-
ning, and to develop an understanding
among the participants (and audience)
that they can and should be an active
part of the solution to this problem.
To learn more about the rationale for
this teaching unit, please go fo https://
www.saberes.eu/css/programmes/ or
https://www.rcenetwork.org/portal/
rce-galicia-2019

THE CHARACTERS

There are six characters with varying
amounts of dialogue, adapted to the
age of the children for whom it was
originally conceived (between Y and
9 years old). However, the dialogue is
easy To adapt to the differing abilities
and needs of other groups. The number
of characters can be changed by ha-

ving more or fewer wagtails, drops of
water or owls. Just divide up the script
according To the number and abilities
of participants without changing the
text.

The OWL is the character with the
greatest amount of dialogue. As all of
this might be difficult to learn by heart,
the child (or children) who play(s) the
part may need to have the text in front
of them. You could make a model owl,
behind which the child playing the part
can hide. There is an example in the ri-
ght-hand column.

There are a variety of ways to pre-
sent the DROPLETS and the WAGTAILS.
The DROPLETS could for example be
represenfed by the acfors wearing a
mask in the form of a droplet and blue
and orange clothes perhaps with oran-
ge sleeves. The WAGTAILS could have a
black cloth on their heads, white face
paint with an orange nose or beak and
wear grey, black and white clothes.

THE SCENE

The scene consists of two main spaces
clearly separated by the river, which
crosses the stage from left to right.
The river should be made from blue and




orange cloth and should be littered with
rubbish in the same colours. The space
behind the river should be about one
metre deep. In front of the river there
should be larger space of at least two
metres but larger if necessary, depen-
ding on the number of wagtails who will
be in the play. The representation of
the river could include a vertical ele-
ment (about 0.5 metres high) so that
the droplets of water can hide at the
start of the play. Behind the river the-
re could be benches for the droplets to
sit after appearing. There will need to
be enough space between the river and
the benches so that the droplets can
be hidden at the start of the play.

At either the right or left side of the
stage (as required) and alongside the
start of the river, there should be a
screen for the projected images. The
projected images come with this play in
the format of a presentation. A copy
of the original presentation is available
for your use, though it could be chan-
ged by taking out the images of the
mine of “San Finx* (Lousame, Galicia)
and putting in images of another mine
- perhaps one near you if relevant. The
presentation should include:
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Real photos of an area affected
by a mine and the state of a river
after a mine, the wall of a mine
tailings dam, the mouth of a mine
with acid drainage water coming
out, the shaft, the waste heap, the
ore washing plant, and decanting
ponds for mining waste.

Images from the book “The mine
pollutes’

Images of war

Images of a river downstream
from the mine and of an area ups-
tream from the mine (which will be

unaffected)

Somebody has to tfake responsibility
for the presentation following the se-
quence marked in the text itself (ie -
Go to image X), so they will need a copy
of the fext to follow.

On one side of the stage, in front of
the river there should be a bench whe-
re the Owls (or owl) can rest between
appearances. The bench can be disgui-
sed as a tree.

MUSIC
There is music to accompany this
play, available in MP3 format here

https://www.saberes.eu/css/pro-
grammes/

The authors and performers have
authorised ifs use in presentations
of this work, either public or priva-
te and can be incorporated as indi-
cated in the script if teachers and
children wish.

LINKED PRESENTATION

This play is infended to be part of a
linked presentation; this means that
a group of children attend a perfor-
mance of the play organised by ano-
ther group for whom it is the final
part of a teaching process. The group
who attend the performance continue
the chain by performing the play for
at least one other group. To unders-
tand better the complete teaching
process it is possible to download the
associated Teaching Unit.

RESOURCES

The slides, music and Teaching Unit
with additional proposals fo go with
this book are available for free at
https://www.saberes.eu/css/pro-
grammes/ or here https://www.rce-
network.org/portal/rce-galicia-2019



A TATLINGS TALE
WHAT THEY DON'TWANT TO TELL YOU

CAST
The names of the Droplets, Wagtails and the Owl given On stage the Droplets are hidden behind the river
here are only fo distinguish between the characters. so the audience cannot see them. On the projection
To ease the interpretation of the text, it is possible screen is the first image of the projection (the river
to use the actual names of the children, though not coloured orange). The song “Song of the Mine of San-
mentioned in the fext. fins” can be heard. The Wagtails enter and exit the
stage one by one flying and dancing to the sound of
FIRST WAGTAIL the music. As the music fades, the two Wagtails stay
SECOND WAGTAIL on stage and, when the music has ended, they speak fo
FIRST DROPLET each other while still flying.

SECOND DROPLET
THIRD DROPLET
THE OWL

47



FIRST WAGTAIL

We have never been in this area. It's
a very strange place.

SECOND WAGTAIL

Yes, and we’'ve been flying a long
time. I'm very thirsty.

FIRST WAGTAIL

Down there, there’s a river. Let’s
go down to drink. If we’re lucky,
we might find an insect to eat.

DROPLETS
No! Don't drink from this river.
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FIRST WAGTAIL

Heavens abovel

SECOND WAGTAIL
That gave me a startl What happened?

FIRST DROPLET

If you drink from this river you'll get
very sick.

FIRST WAGTAIL
What's this? Is it because of this

orange colour that's on your body?

SECOND DROPLET
The orange colour is only one of the
chemical substances on our bodies
and it has even coloured the bed of
the river. Look down, can you see the
bottom? It's all orange.



But the
real problem can’t be seen. On the
transparent part of our bodies we
carry a load of heavy metals that
are a poisonous to life.

FIRST DROPLET

All the water is just like us, becau-
se of the pollution coming out of the
mine.

THE OWL

Hoo hoooll

THE OWL
The heavy metals with which the mine
pollutes the water are cadmium, co-
pper and zinc. They’re dangerous, fo-
xic substances, especially cadmium,
and in this river they occur at levels
many times those that the law allows.

The heavy metals are bio-accumu-
lative.

This means that whatever living
thing that drinks or absorbs this
water will accumulate the pollution
in itfs body. In other words, the po-
llution stays in the body and there’s
no way fo get rid of it.

The plants that are born on the
banks of the rivers or in the hedges
that are irrigated by these waters
accumulate all this pollution in their
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bodies. Imagine that a worm eats the
leaves of one of these birch trees.

Even if you don’t drink the water
from this river but you do eat the
worm, you’'ll be contaminating your
body.

And if another animal eats vyou,
they’ll be contaminated as well.

By this process of bio-accumula-
tion and with all the water that these
birch trees absorb from the river ..
Imagine all the pollution that accu-
mulates. It’s frightening just to think
of it.

FIRST WAGTAIL
The mine? The mine that the
Owl is talking about is all this that we

can see from the air.
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SECOND WAGTATIL
These strange buildings? These pi-
les of sand and stones? These basins
with turquoise-coloured water?

SECOND DROPLET
It is, but it’s much more than this.
Look over there.
Do you see that high wall in the
river? It's a dam that the mine peo-
ple built many years ago.

FIRST WAGTAIL
What for?

FIRST DROPLET
So that the polluted sand and mud

stop there and don’t go downstream.

SECOND DROPLET
But can you see all that orange mud
that flows through the gaps and the
gates. This dam is a big problem. At



any time, it might burst and, when
that happens, it will be a real disaster.

THE OWL
Hoo hoool Alittle further
upstream in the river there is another
smaller dam that has already burst.

Part of the cause of all this pollu-
tion isn’t visible at first sight. It’s
underneath the ground. Underneath
these woods, the hills are full of ho-
les, with kilometres of galleries.

The galleries are tunnels that the
humans have drilled with explosives
and machines fo pillage some mine-
rals that are underneath the ground.

Look at that over there.

That mouth of
the mine out of which orange-colou-
red water is flowing? It's the mouth
of one of those galleries

And up there, the thing that looks like
a fower? It’s
a mine shaft. That shaft is almost 200
metres deep and in it a lift goes up and
down to the different levels. From the-
se levels there are galleries going out on
both sides.

The white mountain of sand and
stones is a waste heap where they
throw everything that they extract
from the inferior so that they can
get at the ore that they are after.
The rain that falls on this waste heap
also gets contfaminated and ends up in
the river and then in the estuary.

The large building

.. above the waste
heap is the place where they sepa-
rate the ore that’s of interest from
the rest of the materials that have
no use.

The two tfurquoise-blue water areas
are called settling ponds. The owners
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of the mine say that they're to avoid
pollution and that in them the mud and
sand falls to the bottom. But, as you
can see, it’s a lie. The waste heap is
right by the river and from everywhe-
re polluted water comes out and ends
up in the river. The water that comes
out of these ponds when they’re full
carry heavy metals just like the rest.

FIRST WAGTAIL

I am speechless.

SECOND WAGTAIL
And what do they want these mine-
rals for? It must be something very
important if they make so much mess.

DROPLETS ONE AND TWO
Important?
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SECOND DROPLET
It'sincredible. The ore that they ex-
tract from the hill is mostly tungs-
ten. Most of it was and continues to
be used to manufacture arms.

Arms so that humans can kill
each other. That's madness ...

SECOND WAGTAIL
It isn’t just madness, it’s barbarityl

THE OWL

What’s even more barbarous is that
many humans are proud that tungs-
ten helps fo develop the arms’ indus-
try. Isn't it something that should
cause shame? What’s even scarier
is The coldness with which many hu-
mans speak of war and violence, tr-
ying to dehumanize those who listen



to them. War and violence are terri-
ble. It’s pain, the worst type of pain,
destruction, misery, desolation, and
death. And it’s terrible fo see chil-
dren with toys of war and violence,
as if war is a game.

FIRST WAGTAIL

I always said that humans were very
strange ..

THE OWL
In any case, even if other uses could
justify the extraction of the ore,
what cannot be justified is the way
that they act: spoiling and contamina-
ting without any concern about futu-
re life in these places. They don’t ftry

to avoid pollution, because this will
cost them money and it’s clear that
they only want to pillage the benefits
without being bothered that they poi-
son and kill the woods and leave a was-
teland in their place. Nor are they bo-
thered about all the life they kill with
their pollution and the future of the
people who live by the estuary where
the poisoned rivers leave their water.
To conclude: money for a few people

and death for us.

FIRST DROPLET

I've never heard the Owl

talk like that, have you?

SECOND DROPLET
No, I haven’t but I'm not surprised.

The situation is extremely worryingl
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FIRST WAGTAIL

Listen: Do we know how the mine po-
llutes? How did you get contaminated
with all these heavy metals?

FIRST DROPLET
So listen: we’ve journeyed a lof
around the whole world but we’ve
never been through a mine. A few
days ago we flew over the seain an
enormous cloud and arrived in the-
se lands. If only you knew what this
area was like a few centfuries ago.
When we passed over this hill, the
cloud liberated us and we furned

info rain. We fell onto the leaf of

an oak-tree.

SECOND DROPLET
It’s always fun to land on the leaves
of frees. Isn’tit?

o4

THIRD DROPLET

Yeeeesssss I

FIRST DROPLET

And go sliding from one to another to
arrive on the ground. On the ground,
the soil of the hills absorbs us and,
aftfer a long journey leaching us
through the mud and land and stones,
we came info a mine gallery ..

It was
there that all our problems started.

THE OWL

Hoo hoool With the
humans making holes in The mountain
for their mine, the air that enters
the galleries causes a chemical re-
action between the minerals and the
water that turns acid while being po-
lluted with heavy metals.



As the humans have to pump the
water out of the holes that they've
made so that they can move around
under the ground, they’ve made ga-
lleries through the cenfre of the
mountain through which the water
drains. This water ends up in the ri-
vers and goes into the sea. The same
applies to all the water that passes
through the waste heap. It gets con-

taminated as it runs to the river.

SECOND WAGTATL
I am very alarmed! And what happens
to all the little creatures that live in

the river.
THE OWL

In the upper part of the
river, where the water’s not yet con-
taminated, many families live quite
happily. From the mine downstream

the river is dead. Open your eyes
and you will see. Even the tfrout went
away forever. Only very few creatu-
res that are very resistant fo pollu-
tion succeed in living in this water. If
you want to eat insects don’t think
about catching the few that are here.

THE WAGTAILS

No nol We have been warned!

FIRST WAGTAIL
And you , have
you been here a long fime? How do
you know so much?

THIRD DROPLET
When we entered the mine and beca-
me so polluted, we decided to put off
going further so that we could stay
here as long as possible. We wanted to
be better informed and see what we

55



could do. The trees and the Owl know
a lot of things.

SECOND WAGTAIL
What can be done to put an end to
this pollution?

THE OWL

The companies that pillaged the ores
from under the earth have fo put
right the disaster that they caused
and should have put to work a system
to decontfaminate the water before
disposing of it in the river. However,
they never did it and carry on wi-
thout doing anything.

What's worse is that nobody ever
forced them to fulfil their obliga-
tions and the mine carries on pollu-
ting the whole time, poisoning rivers
and the sea and everything that co-
mes into contact with this water.
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FIRST WAGTAIL

I don’'t see how there can be a solu-
tion. The humans do nothing.

THE OWL

The people who ransack the minerals
don't have any scruples wherever they
go, whether it’s in Africa or America
or here in this land. All they want is to
take everything without caring about
the environmental disasters that they
cause and leave behind.

Avoiding or repairing these disasters
means that these companies would
have to spend a lot of money and so by
some means, They manage to arrange
things so that authorities who decide
these things don’t force them fo res-
pect nature and follow the law.

SECOND WAGTAIL
Authorities? Who are these authori-
ties?



THE OWL

Well, in this case, they are the people
who work in the government and who
ought fo ensure that the laws that
protect nature and human life itself
are followed. Though, as you can see,
they do nothing. It'sasif they owed
favours to the plunderers, do you un-
derstand?

SECOND DROPLET
What an awful picture, isn’'t it?

FIRST WAGTAIL
And can I ask? The people who live
around here don’t worry about this
problem?

THE OWL
As luck would have it, it seems that
there are more and more humans
who're becoming aware of this pro-

blem. And they are demanding that

the authorities do their job and for-
ce those who are responsible to stop
polluting and repair the damage that
they have caused.

FIRST DROPLET
Yes, groups of environmentalists who
are worried for us and our earth;
shell fishers who can see how the mine
affects the estuary and the molluscs
that they catch tfo make a living; fa-

milies and volunteers who plant na-

tive trees on the hills that the mine
left full of holes ... But it isn’t easy.

SECOND WAGTAIL
Why?

THE OWL
Because they’re working in opposition
to companies that have a lot of power.
The authorities even worked with these
companies, to create a mining museum
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to give people misinformation. This pre-
sents only the good face of mining and
hides the very grave environmental pro-
blems that mining causes. This happens
here and in many other places where
mining companies plunder the earth,

FIRST WAGTAIL
And us? Can we do anything to help?

FIRST DROPLET

Well now, after this conversation with
you, we at last know what we can do.

SECOND WAGTATIL
What is it?

SECOND DROPLET
We must tell people all the things
that we have just been talking about.

FIRST DROPLET

We should give as many people as
o8

possible this information, so that
they open their eyes and don’t belie-
ve the rubbish that the mining com-
panies tell us so as fo hide the pro-
blem. People cannot go on not knowing

the truthl

THIRD DROPLET
Thisis what we can dolll Say that the

mine polluteslll

SECOND DROPLET
And you?

FIRST WAGTAIL
Don’t just stand by lookingl!

EVERYBODY: We can all helplll

THE END






A “Tailings Tale” is a story in
which only the two
protagonists are figments
of the imagination. Droplet
and Wagtail uncover the
consequences of pollution
from mining, and encourage
adults and children to
become an active part of
the solution to problems

caused by extractivism
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